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ONLY SEVEN MEN ALIVE TODAY KNOW + .. 


AFTER HIS DEATH HE BECAME А LEGEND. 
THE TRUTH ABOUT JOHNNY. « e 


IN HIS BRIEF LIFETIME HE WAS A HERO. 
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Wuth About Johnny 
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The Truth About Johnny 
Chapter, CASUALTY REPORT 


HE CAME ТО LASHAM ОМ A WET DAY IN К V 
А 5 if 
3j 


FEBRUARY (944, AN ELDERLY MAN 
WITH THINNING HAIR AND SICK EYES 
^ AND А DEAD SON... 


HEY, FLIGHT, THERE'S 
А СМУУ AT THE GATE~~ 
“THIN LITTLE GEEZER ~~ 

COULD BE JOHNNY 

CALVERT/S FATHER... 


E^ NES, MR CALVERT~~ 
К. ITRAINED А LOT. THE КАМ ВА THE WING-COMMANDER 


WAS DRIFTING ACROSS THE WIDE BITUMEN ИМА >=! 
RUNWAYS NOW, AND PIMPLING ON THE NEAT MESSER ИН tni 
TOECAPS OF THE ELDERLY MAN'S SHOES , V SR OU TO STATION 
HEADQUARTERS... 
HEA 


A WONDER, SRo! ANI =~ 

IF ITS NOT AGAINST YOUR 
RULES~~ COULD WALK 
OVER ALONE 22/0 Z | 


The Truth About Johnny 


THE FLIGHT: SERGEANT CALLED AFTER ММ WHEN HE HAD GONE А 
FEW YARDS . THE HARD VOICE WAS AWKWARD, RESPECTFUL « +6 


MAY 1 SAY .514-+ THE SQUADRONS 
GOING TO MISS JOHNNY CALVERT~~ 
HE WAS A FINE PILOT... 


THE МАМ STOOD UNDER THE PORT WING: OF Е. 
Q FOR QUEENIE , LOOKING UP WITH THE 
RAIN IN HIS FACE, NOT NOTICING IT. 


-- — 


THEY RE 50 BIG~~HE NEVER TOLD 
ME ТИЕУ WERE SO BIG~~AND HE TOOK 
ONE OF THESE THINGS UP WITH HIS OWN 
HANDS ~~ NIGHT AFTER NIGHT-- AND THE 
LAST TIME, HE NEVER CAME DOWN... ү” 
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AFTER AWHILE, HE WALKED ACROSS 70 
THE H-Q BUILDINGS ~~ UNCERTAIN OF 
WHERE ТО 60 NEXT... 


OH, ІМ SORRY ~~ ` 
МУ МАМЕ CALVERT~~ 
1 WAS LOOKING FOR 
WING- С COMMANDER DUFF'S 


l'LL TAKE You 

THERE, SIR ~~ 

THIS 15 THE 
MES 


THERE WAS А TENSION IN THE BUILDING. THE 
ELDERLY MAN FELT IT, HE WAS TRYING TO 
MAKE CONVERSATION WHEN THE TANNOY , 
BLARED... ГА 


ІТ WAS AWFULLVIQUIET IN 
THERE ~~ 1 THOUGHT YOU CHAPS. 
WENT IN FOR BEER, HIGH JINKS, 
THAT SORT OF THING... 


ALL PILOTS, NAVIGATORS AND | 
BOMB-AIMERS OF SEVEN-ONE-SEVEN A i 
REPORT TO THE BRIEFING ROOM e 
AT SIXTEEN THIRTY HOURS... Ва 


NOT BEFORE AN ОГ, SIR. 
NOU'RE JOHNNY CALVERT S 
FATHER , AREN TYOUT WE 
WERE PROUD TO HAVE HIM 
WITH THE SQUADRON... 
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THE TENSION WAS IN THE SMALL OFFICE, 700, 
AS WING-COMMANDER DUFF GOT UP QUICKLY, 
SCRAPING BACK HIS CHAIR » +. 


THANK YOU, WING-COMMANDER, 
175 VERY GOOD OF YOU TO 
LET ME COME TO LASHAM ~~ 
1T HELPS, SOMEHOW, SEEING 
THE STATION, KNOWING THE 
WAY MY SON LIVED HERE. 


HE WAS A TOUGH, NUGGETY LITTLE MAN, 
THE WING- COMMANDER . HE WAS NOT 
USUALLY AS AWKWARD AS THIS soo 


YOUR SON ONLY FLEW ONE OP WITH 
SEVEN- ONE- SEVEN, Ма CALVERT, BUT 
HE LIVED UP ТО HIS REPUTATION 

WAS A FINE PILOT/ 


- 
N/ 


. НЕ 


EVERYONE 15 VERY 
KIND, WING- COMMANDER. 

COULB You~~ WOULD You 
ТЕЦ. ME HOW HE DIED 7 


7 NES, MR CALVERT ~~ 
WELL~~ ГТ HAPPENED ON 
THE LUTZHORST RAID ~~ 
THE BATTLESHIP WAS HIDING 
IN ALTEN FIORD ~~ 
SEVEN-ONE- SEVEN WAS 
ORDERED TO BOMB FROM 
HIGH-LEVEL, ВИТ THE. 
JERRIES HAD SMOKE- POTS 
IN-THE FIORD AND ВЧ THE 
TIME WE GOT THERE THE 
“TARGET WAS SCREENED, 
“THE FLAK WAS 
HELLISH,., 
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THE WING-COMMANDER GOT UP ABRUPTLY, HE THERE WAS A LITTLE HEAP OF ODDMENTS ON 
TURNED HIS BACK ON JOHNNY CALVERT S FATHER.| | THE DESK.. — А 206 COLLAR, MEDALS, 
THE WORDS CAME MORE EASILY THEN o+. THE ELDERLY MAN TOUCHED THEM WITH THIN 

бЕ@$... mae E 

IT LOOKED AS THOUGH WE'D HAVE TO SING V |192 UA SES wa мое 

OUR BOMBS BACK, BUT JOHNNY HAD OTHER THANK YOU FOR SON WAS A HERO, 

IDEAS. HE DIVED IN LOW THROUGH THE FLAK || TELLING ME THIS, MR CALVERT, AND HE. 

AND PLANTED HIS BOMBS ON THE LUTZHORST 4 WING-COMMANDER./ DIED LIKE ONE ~~ 

FROM ONE HUNDRED FEET. HE GOT THE | J WANTED You TO KNOW 

BATTLESHIP ALL RIGHT ~~ ВИТ НЕ за THAT. THOSE THINGS ON 
WAS READ WHEN HIS LANC THE DESK WERE HIS -~ YOU CAN 
"САМЕ OUT OF THE: PICK THEM UP LATER WHEN MY 

2 ADJUTANT'S SHOWN NOU 

AROUND THE 

STATION... 


E » 
JOHNNY CALVERTÉ FATHER GOTUP 45 THE п 
WAS STRAIGHTER NOW .. , = mi THis MEANS A GREAT 


ee / 
= DEAL TO ME | 


m ЖУ CLOSED. 22 M EP MEN Ri AE UP, 
EARLY AT THE SIX T-FACED MEN WHO И, 

THAT WAS CALVERTS 
CROWDED INTO THE ROOM B FATHER, SIR Z 


Е 


ЖҰ 
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" NES, KENNY, IT WAS~~AND ГО 
RATHER HAVE ANOTHER SMACK AT 
THE LUTZHORST, FLAK AND ALL, THAN 

60 THROUGH THE LAST FIVE MINUTES 
AGAIN. { TOLD HIM JOHNNY DIED LIKE 
А HERO. 1 THINK HE BELIEVED ГТ... 


FIVE OF THE MEN WERE SURVIVORS OF f WHY SHOULDN'T HE BELIEVE THAT HIS SON WAS 
АРАЛА ЕЗ CALVERTS LAST | A HERO, SIR Z EVERYONE ELSE DOES, BUT, JUST 
CREW» HE SIXTH MAN HAD ALSO FOR THE RECORD, ID LIKE TO HEAR WHAT 
OWN WITH HM... SERGEANT GOSLING 
HAS ТО SAN... 1 WAS IN JOHNNY 
CALVERTS CREW FOR SIX 


225 MONTHS IN FOUR-THREE жы, 
42, SQUADRON АТ FERRING, 


we 5-- REAR 
У% GUNNER ... - 
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7 WE GOT SHOT UP OVER HAMM, SIR ~~ | BALED OUT~~ 

| THE UNDERGROUND GOT МЕ BACK OVER THE PYRENEES | 
TO SPAIN, BUT THE JOURNEY TOOK ME EIGHT MONTHS. 

1 ONLY HEARD THE OTHER DAY THAT CALVERT WAS FLYING 
WITH SEVEN- ONE- SEVEN ~~ 1 THOUGHT IT WAS MY 


У TO TELL YOU WHAT | KNOW ABOUT HIM... 


Z 


ss 


⁄⁄ Z 


AN (CZ. 2) 
1 SEE, д 
SERGEANT ~~ 


TAKE A PEW, 
ALL OF YOU... 


HARSH SOUND с: 
WAS MUTED IM THE SM. 


COME ON, THEN~~LETS 3 — 
HAVE THE TRUTH ABOUT 
JOHNNY... 


Se | 


WELL, EARLY IN HIS CAREER, 

JOHNNY GOT STUCK WITH А LEGEND 
THAT GREW OUT OF LUCK RATHER THAN 
HEROICS. THE SOLE SURVIVOR FROM 

SEVERAL DICEY TRIPS, HE WAS THE ONLY | 

ONE LEFT TO ПСК UP THE MEDALS ~~ 

THERE WAS NO-ONE ТО SAY WHAT (REALLY 
HAPPENED ON THOSE TRIPS ~~ BUT 
HAVING FLOWN WITH JOHNNY ~~ 
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| | aw: THE HERO 


{ FOUR-THREE SQUADRON, АТ THE TIME JOHNNY ЛА 


ы FERE 
Kae 


PORT INNER THROTTLE 


THEM, TWO OF THE MINE LANCASTERS WENT DOWN WITH | GONE ~~ PITCH CONTROL 


THEIR BOMBS STILL ON BOARD. О-080Е WAS HITASIT 
WHEELED AWAY. AFTER ITS BOMBING RUN «o e GONE ^ l'LL CHECK. 


а Š H 2.. 
YOU'RE HIT, г -.. | THE HYDRAULICS 
SKIPPER ~~ 
SHALL | TAKE 

OVER? o, 


THEY WERE IN THE LAST WAVE WHEN THE FLAK NAILED ly. 
2 
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MORALE IN THE SQUADRON HAD-BEEN SHOT ТО PIECES ІМ THE ZONE 
LAST CRUEL MONTHS , THE AIRCREWS WERE SULLEN AND ç SAKE, Wa 
, 


BITTER, THE VOICES ОМ THE INTERCOM WERE КАббБЕР... bas ТЕГЕ 

2 LOSE THAT LIGHT, 
2 -% CAN'T VOU / 

DON'T BOTHER, SKIPPER ~~ OUR 

ER'S COMING UP TONIGHT 

1 SAID AT THE TAKE-OFF же 

Ш2-ТНРЕЕ5 HAD IT 

THIS TIME... 


EVEN THE VETERAN SKIPRER OF О-ОВОЕ. FINALLY, ONLY FOUR LANCASTERS SLID OUT OVER 
SPOKE SHAKILY ,., [LMZ LL THE TANK TRAPS AND 
HYDRAULICS AND AIR PRESSURE HAVE СТ | FULL THROTTLE, THE BADLY-MAULED REMNANTS 
л. OFA SQUADRON WHICH HAD ALMOST LOST 
aa а 


PACKED UP, SKIPPER , BUT CO 
WELL МАКЕ НС SHALL 160 7 175 MERVE se 
AND SHUT UP GREG SLOAN 7 , 


ше 
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O-080E WAS THE LAST TO LAND. IT LIMPED OUT OF 
THE BRIGHT EASTERN SKY TO THE AIRFIELD AT 
FERRING , WHERE THE GREY-FACED MEN WAITED. „2 


13 


HE'S USED HIS BOTTLE 
TO GET THE FLAPS AND 
т DOWN, BUT HIS 
Four, Pr» BRAKES ARE 0-5-- WE'D 
AND THERE WON'T 
WITH THE MEAT WAGON 
ЗЕ ANY МОКЕ... CHIEFY ++ y 
j 
D 


THEY НАР ТО DRAG THE PILOT OUT OF O-OB0ES COCKPIT. HE HAD 


` 
HELD THE 8/6 AIRCRAFT IN THE AIR FOR THREE HOURS WITH HIS 
LEGS AND SHOULDER SMASHED BY SHRAPNEL. HIS CREW CLIMBED == 


DOWN, SAUNT, THE HORROR STILL IN THEIR EYES «+ 


a f HOW WAS ` 
ып, PET ЕК? 


А MA 
N Т) idi 
МЕ: 


PRETTY GRIM, ADJ... FIVE 
OF THE BOYS GOT THE HAMMER ~: 
ANOTHER SHOW LIKE THAT, 

ANO FOUR: THREE'S HAD IT... 
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AT DE-BRIEFING , THE CREWS WERE SILENT, М0205Е.. М NOU THEN, SLOAN ~~ 5 
THE INTELLIGENCE ОЕ NOU MUST HAVE SEEN 
2 22030 HAPGOOD GO DOWN 


Ө) Жағы — FROM ТИЕ MID-UPPER 


ALL RIGHT, THEN ~~ 

1 SAW НАРРУ'5 CREW 

GET THE CHOP! WHAT THE 

НЕСК DOES IT MATTER HOW 

ІТ HAPPENED? THEY'RE DEAD, 

AREN'T THEY, THE WAY WE'LL 
ALL BE DEAD SOON.. 4 


SUNLIGHT WAS FLOODING OVER THE AIRFIELD AS THE BEATEN MEN 
STUMBLED OUTOF THE OPS ROOM, A CAR WAS MAKING A CHEERFUL 
NOISE WITH ITS SUPERCHARGER OUT ON THE PERIMETER TRACK ove 


WELL ~~ ИР 
BETTER GET 
Ка тва z 
L we MILI 
| THIRTY-FIVE OF THEM ) | = 
TONIGHT ~w IT'S А =i 
ВАР SHOW / 3 


l'VE NEVER SEEN THE MEN LIKE THIS 
BEFORE, SIR-- THEY'VE LOST THEIR SPIRIT ~- 
IF SOMETHING DOESN'T HAPPEN SOON 
WHAT'S LEFT OF FOUR-THREE WILL 
HAVE ТО BE WITHDRAWN «o + 
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THE CAR WAS А SOUPED-UP SPORTS MODEL. ІТ PULLED UP 
SHARPLY ON THE APRON, BRAKES KEENING . THE AIRCREWS 
WATCHED IT WITH SULLEN EYES, BUT THEY PAUSED. 04 


ІТ LOOKS LIKE~~ 
BUT IT CAN'T 


THE МАМ IN THE CAR WAS TALL , LEAK-FACED, DARK. НЕ WAS 
GRINNING. HIS VOICE HAD A CRISP EDGE TO /7... 


mm TNE GTUTTGAZT WIZARD =. 
JOHNNY 


CAWERT / HOLY SMOKE 7 


Tcu 


AR 

You CHAPS ДВЕ. (à 
FOUR-THREE, AREN'T ME 
You? 6000 SHOW./ Да 


I'M YOUR NEW 
PLAYMATE / 


The Truth About Johnny 
THE CREWS GATHERED AROUND THE CAR» THE 
TALL MAN WITH THE KEEN GRIN WAS LIKE A 


OUNG PETER 
MAGNET. SOON THE SULLEN VOICES WERE PETER, 
RISING CHEERFULLY. os А 50/0 yel ree 


WHAT'S THE HUNTING LIKE 
HECK, HE'S DONE NTH 


IN THESE PARTS ~~ PLENTY 
THREE TOURS AND HES OF GAME 7 
COMING BACK FoR 
MORE / 


WELL; HE'LL ВЕ А 
DARN GOOD MAN ТО HAVE 
WITH US ON A SHAKY pO 

LIKE LAST NIGHT / 


FOUR-THREE WAS WITHDRAWN FROM OPERATIO 
A MONTH AFTER 175 HEAVY LOSSES ON THE 
SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED ТО SAVE FOUR-THREE| MUNICH TRIP. THE SURVIVORS AND THE NEW 
SQUADRON FROM DISINTEGRATION CREWS WERE SENT ON LONG TRAINING 
FLIGHT- LIEUTENANT JOHNNY CALVERT, 2-50 j| FLIGHTS OVER THE SUFFOLK COUNTRYSIDE 
AND BAR, D-F-C AND THREE BARS, HERO OF TO SHAKE THEM DOWN TOGETHER › 
STUTTGART, HAD JOINED fT... 


JOHNNY CALVERT. WENT WITH THEM ә 
YOU'D BETTER GET \/ NES, HE'S ACTING 


M-MOTHER ~~ COME ON 
“CALVERT ON THE. LIKE А TONIC ON DOWN ~~ AT THIS HEIGHT THE HEAVY 
BOOKS, ADJ, BEFORE J THE BOYS ~~THATS FLAK WILL BE BURSTING ABOVE You 
GROUP CHANGES ALL THEY NEEDED, AND YOU'LL BE GONE BEFORE THE 
ITS MIND / A LEADER TO j 


LIGHT STUFF CAN DRAW А BEAD 
Teves ee 7. ON YOU~~ TRY та. 


OKAY, JOHNNY ^ 
| WILCO~~ YOU 
OUGHT TO KNOW / 
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70 ТИЕ BADLY-MAULED AIROREWS OF FOUR- 
JOHNNY CALVERT WAS А NEW INSPIRATION. 
70 PETER DIAMOND, D OBOES CO-PILOT, 
HE WAS A HERO. ++ A ЕМЕМВЕЙ,, PETER, IF 
NOUR AILERON CABLES SNAP YOU'LL HAVE 
10 USE THE TRIMMERS TO KEEP YOUR WINGTIPS 
LEVEL ~~ LIKE THJS-- AND BRING HER DOWN ON 
RUDDER ALONE ~~ /- 
OKAY Т 


OKAY, SI 1T 
LOOKS EASY THE 
wAY You Do 
/ 


THE NIGHT IN APRIL WHEN FOUR-THREE'S ADJUTANT CAME INTO THE CHEERFUL НИВВИВ OF THE 
MESS ТО MAKE HIS ANNOUNCEMENT, HE KNEW THAT JOHNNY CALVERT HAD GIVEN BACK ITS OLD 


SPIRIT TO THE SQUADRON «1 IGGEST YOU BREAK TT UP, CHAPS, AND GET 


SOME 5НИТЕЧЕ. ~~ FOUR-THREE’S DOWN FOR A SHOW 
TOMORROW NIGHT. ә, : 
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AT BRIEFING ON THE FOLLOWING EVENING, THE 1 ЖЗ 
QUESTIONS WERE SHARP AND BELLIGERENT. . » MIRE TARGE DE 


IN THE RUHR ~~ ANY QUESTIONS Z 


CAN YOU ROUTE US ( 
BACK OVER THE BORDER. ef 
КАЕ ИТ Ева аео So лар лн методо тие 
5 BROWNINGS WITH FULL TRACER, 
UN THE LAST TRIP, SIR ~- а Sar DLE SQAGE THE Pass OFF 
WE'VE GOTA SCORE TO THE JERRY GUNNERS, EVEN IF 
SETTLE WITH ТНЕМ.:, А : [T DOESN'T HIT THEM...» 


JOHNNY CALVERT HIMSELF HAD SAID LITTLE IN THE BRIEFING 
ROOM. HE WAS SILENT LATER, WHEN O-OBOES CREW HUMPED 
THEIR PACKS 4800585 FROM THE FLIGHT TRUCKS TO THE 
LANCASTER ON THE HARDSTANDING , 


= 


7 Мот EXACTLY 
TALKATIVE 15 НЕ, ҰЗ 
THE SKIPPER 7 


NOY 
- 


s 


LOOKS LIKE WE'RE GOING 
TO GETA CLEAR RUN OVER 


THE TARGET TONIGHT, 
SIR / 


YOU WAIT TILL YOU'VE 
TOPPED A HUNDRED OPS, 
GREG ~~ JOHNNY CALVERT'S 
DONE ITALL~~ HE DOESN'T 
NEED TO SHOOT A LINE / 
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FOUR-THREE'S LANCASTERS TOOK OFF IN THREE THEY WERE TWO MILES FROM THE DUTCH COAST 
WAVES THAT NIGHT. О-ОВОЕ, PILOTED BY JOHNNY | | WHEN THE CHAIN OF GLOWING BALLS CLIMBED 
CALVERT WAS IN THE FIRST WAVE. [TWAS THE |.| LAZILY PAST THEIR PORT WING. THE FLAK WAS 
FIRST OP ON HIS THIRD TOUR. HE WAS VERY AWAY.OFF, BUT O-080E LURCHED VIOLENTLY. 
COLD, VERY SILENT NOW AS THE BIG BOMBER. IT WAS THE FIRST OF THE INCIDENTS WHICH 
SLID OVER THE WASH AT A HUNDRED FEET, THE | | PUZZLED JOHNNY CALVERT CREW THAT W/GHT. 
МА visator да 70 REPEAT THE COURSE BEFORE 2 
WERED... 


22222 22 7 
И GROUND SPEED TWO O THREE MILES A HASH. 
AN HOUR ~~ COURSE ONE SIX FIVE 75 227 3 = SKIPPER / 
AGNETIQ ~~ DID YOU HEAR THAT, 2 : 3 EN г 


IPPER ~~ ONE SIX FIVE... 
pea Р 1 


HECK ~-/F IT WAS ANYONE 
ELSE BUT JOHNNY CALVERT 
AT THE CONTROLS, Ир SAY 

THE SKIPPER WAS WINDY .. À 


RAGGEDLY 0-080Е RESUMED COURSE, HEADING 
IN LOW ACROSS THE FLAT POLDERS OF HOLLAND. 
THE YOUNG CO-PILOT WAS WATCHING 

JOHNNY CALVERT NOW. THE VETERAN'S 

FACE WAS STEELY, UNSMILING eeo 


ONLY TRAINING FLIGHTS, AND THIS IS y 
Bl THE REAL THING ~~ | GUESS THAT'S 
Rozy WHAT MAKES HIM AN АСЕ. «+ 
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THEY CLIMBED, APPROACHING THE КИНА. ТИЕ. HECK ~~ [7/78 AS BAD AS 
DARKNESS BELOW WAS RIPPED APART BY GUN~ THE MUNICH SHOW~~ONLY 
FLASHES NOW. THE THREE AIRCRAFT THRESHED | THIS TIME WE'VE 607 
EASTWARD, LURCHING IN THE BLAST OF THE FLAK. JOHNNY CALVERT AT 


THIS WAS THE DANGEROUS LEG OF THE/R COURSE THE CONTROLS... 
FOR GELSIN s., к 


\ 
TARGET Y 4 
COMING UP, | 
SKIPPER ~~ A 
YOU'RE 
FIVE DEGREES 
OFF COURSE -- | 
STEADY ~~ 
STEADY +», 


SIR 
ARE NOU 
ALL RIGHTZ 
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IT WAS AN ILLUSION, OF COURSE. JOHNNY CALVERT 
OPENED HIS EYES AND GRINNED SUDDENLY AT MIS f 
YOUNG CO-PILOT. /T WAS A TIGHT, HARD GRIN, 
BUT HIS VOICE WAS ALMOST CASUAL «00 


NoU'D LIKE TO TAKE OVER, 

EH, PETER 7 WELL~~WHY NOT~~ 
IT'LL GIVE YOU THE FEEL OF 
THE THING ~~ 

HERE YOU ARE... 


AS JOHNNY CALVERT SLID OUT OF THE PILOTS SEAT, THE : 
AIRCRAFT LURCHED SICKENINGLY, AND PETER DIAMOND > HANG ОН, SIR~~ 
HAD 70 MAKE A SUDDEN GRAB AT THE CONTROLS. FOR PETE'S SAKE soe 
THERE WAS NO TIME TO ARGUE ss. 


J HECK~~ 
Я 1 SUPPOSE YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
NJOU'RE DOING, 
SKIPPER 7 


Ts 


„Ў TAKE OVER, PETER~~ 
M 1775 АН. YOURS ~~ ` 
| TAKE OVER, Í SAID 
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(THREE SEARCHLIGHTS HAD CONED ON О-ОВОЕ--АМР THE FLAK, WAS HUNTING HER. 
‘SHE LURCHED WILDLY. THE NEW HANDS ON THE CONTROLS WERE ТОО RAW, 700 
SHAKY, IT WAS THE SECOND INCIDENT THAT NIGHT WHICH DISTURBED 
JOHNNY CALVERT CREW... à 
: WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE 

4 SKIPPER ~~ WHY DOESN'T HE 
SLIP THOSE BEAMS Z 


PIN YOUR EARS BACK, | 

d REVS ~~ HE'S HANDED 

OVER TO NOUNG 
PETER / 


JT WAS THE CO-PILOT WHO KICKED ОМ FULL 

RUDDER TO LOSE THE SEARCHLIGHTS. /7 WAS CHECK HEIGHT, GLYN ~~ 
THE TENSE, UNSTEADY VOICE OF THE SPEED CONTROL, REVS ~~ д 
LNFLEDGED YOUNGSTER WHO . COMING UP, PAUL... 

GAVE THE FINAL ORDERS... 


BOMB Doors Ч 
OPEN, PETER / J| 


AU 
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THROTTLED BACK ON HER BOMBING RUN, 0-OBOE BORED IN ACROSS 
THE TARGET, IT WAS YOUNG PETER DIAMOND WHO HELD HER THERE 


UNTIL THE BOMB-AIMER'S SHOUT PULLED BACK HIS HANDS IN 
SWIFT REFLEX A 


А 


ко 
МУЎ 


2 = 


ы M 
+h 


AND ALL THROUGH THOSE 
VITAL MOMENTS OF ACTION, 


COCKPIT, STONY-FACED, SILENT, 


UNMOVING «го 
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THEY SHAPED THEIR WESTERLY COURSE . 
HE PUT 0-ОВОЕ DOWN AT FERRING COOLLY 
ENOUGH. AT LEFT THE CREW ARGUING «06 


-NEAHZ 
WELL, | SAY 148 
HE HANDED 
OVER BECAUSE 
HE WAS DEAD 
SCARED / 


WANTED TO 
GIVE THE KID 
ABITOF 


OF 
EXPERIENCE se. 


BUT GREG SLOAN WAS ALONE IN HIS WRY OPINION. 
TO PETER DIAMOND AND THE REST OF FOUR-THREE, 
THE INCIDENT ONLY INCREASED THEIR RESPECT 
FOR THE ACE BOMBER PILOT soo 


The. Truth About Johnny | 
CRACK-UP 


JOHNNY CALVERT TOOK OVER AGAIN DIRECTLY 


LAST NIGHT, PETER? 
DARNED UNSELFISH 
OF ш, Ж CALL 


... 


| HEAR JOHNNY CALVERT LET ЧОЙ 
TAKE OVER THE BOMBING RUN 


NEAH~~ НЕ" 
MUST BE A REGULAR 
GUY AS WELLASA 
TROUBLE-SHOCTER / 


= 


ñ Š 
KNOWN, BAR 
NONE. NOU SHOULD HAVE SEEN 
HIM UP IN FRONT THERE~+1CE-COOL+- 
AND НЕ LET ME FLY 1T ALONE 
WITHOUT INTERFERING ONCE ве» / 
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THE SQUADRON HAD LOST ONLY ONE CREW IN THE GELSIN SHOW, 
JOHNNY CALVERTS COMING HAD CHANGED THEIR LUCK. ON THE 
NEXT SHOW OVER STUTTGART, THEY PUT THEIR BOMBS SQUARELY 
ON THE TARGET WITHOUT LOSING AN AIRCRAFT s.o 
2 р, _ + е 
p» 0-080Е-- 
27 COME ANP JOIN THE 
Д PARTY~~ WHERE ARE 
NOU, JOHNNY 7 


к 2 


7 


WM 


HE'LL ВЕ AROUND, 
SOMEWHERE-- PROBABLY 
ZA DRAWING THE FLAK OFF 
Us IF | KNOW НІМ... 


ACTUALLY, О-ОВОЕ DROPPED 178 BOMBS IN 
OPEN COUNTRY TEN MILES WEST OF STUTTGART. 
THAT NIGHT. THEY NEVER SAW THE FLAK, 


IT WAS JOHNNY CALVERTS DECISION... HECK, SKIPPER, IP ры NOT ASKING W 


WERE JUST WASTING Я UR OPIN!O. 
THEM HERE == WE'RE Играна 
MILES OFF TARGET... UNLOAD THEM, 
= . PAUL. ee 
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JOHNNY CALVERT REPORTED HITTING A SPECIAL 
TARGET AFTER THAT RAID. HIS CREW KEPT 
QUIET. BUT THEY WERE UNEASY, AND IN THE 
WEEKS WHICH FOLLOWED THEY GOT UNEASIER... 


STARBOARD OUTERS RUNNING 
ROUGH, SKIPPER. ~~ NOTHING 
JO WORRY ABOUT, 
BUT | THOUGHT I'D 
BETTER TELL YOU... 


I'LL DECIDE 
WHAT WE WORRY 
ABOUT, ENGINEER ~~ 
WE'RE TURNING BACK ~~ 
I'M NOT BOMBING WITH 
A DUFF ENGINE... 


BUT THE CREW KEPT THEIR UNEASINESS ТО THEMSELVES. Ур 
THE ACE WAS STILL A HERO TO THE REST OF FOUR- THREE 
SQUADRON. ON THE STATION, WITH HIS LABRADCR АТ 


HIS HEELS, HE SEEMED AS ГЕВОМА/Х AS EVER ss: 


| PETER AGAIN, 


ON TWO OTHER RAIDS 0-ОВОЕ TURNED BACK\ - 
WITH MINOR FAULTS IN THE REPEATER : 
COMPASS AND THE INTERCOM. JOHNNY : 
CALVERT TOOK THOSE DECISIONS, TOO. l: 
HIS CREW BEGAN TO REMEMBER GREG SLOANS |. 
HARSH VERDICT AFTER THE GELSIN RAID. ce 


НЕЗ HANDING Y YEAH? WHAT'S THE 

OVER TO YOUNG | EXCUSE THIS TIME Z 
CRAMP IN HIS CHEST 
FROM CARRYING THOSE 
J MEDALS AROUND 7 OR HAS 
2 THE FLAK GOT TOO HOT FOR 
HIM, LIKE IT DID THAT 
OTHER TIME Z 


КЕС.., 


BEST PILOT IN THE 
SQUADRON, JOHNNY CALVERT 
15, AS WELL AS THE COOLEST. 
NEVER GETS A SCRATCH 
ON 0-О0ВОЕ. 1 DUNNO 
HOW HE DOES IT... 


сқ 
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PETER DIAMOND STILL CLUNG ТО HIS ADMIRATION 
FOR THE ACE BOMBER пот, ДЕ WAS As ; dun LMI NUTES TO TAKEOFF; 
INATELY LOYAL AS THE GER. € 
BUT TWAS THE 206 WHICH FINALLY OUR FLIGHT TRUCK... 
, | BETRAYED JOHNNY CALVERT, oo 


THE CREWS WERE LYING ON THE LONG GRASS THE DRIVER BAKED HARD, BUT HE WAS 700 
BESIDE THE APRON, QUIETLY TALKING, LATE, THE DOG WAS CRUMPLED UNDER THE 
WAITING FOR TAKE-OFF» SOMEONE THREW А 


STICK FOR THE DOG. . [T FAN TOWARDS GENDER СА Е ЕТ TRUCK WHEN THEN 


JOHNNY CALVERT'S 0067 
GOOD GRIEF, WHO'S GOING 
TO TELL HIM 7 WE'D BETTER 

FIND CHIEFY MARTIN. 


28 The Truth About Johnny 


AT THAT MOMENT, IN THE DISPERSAL HANGAR, ИА АРА БЫТ | 
FLIGHT- SERGEANT MARTIN WAS ALREADY CHIEFY, HAVE YOU SEEN 
DEALING WITH THE AGITATED NIGGER 7 TAKE-OFF’S IN 
JOHNNY CALVERT... , ⁄ FIVE MINUTES ~~ HE'S GOT 


DON'T PANIC, SIR~~ 
HE PROBABLY FOLLOWED 
THE CREWS OUT ТО THE 
APRON~» I'LL GO AND SEE... 


WISE TO THE WAYS OF AIRCREWS, 
CHIEFY MARTIN KNEW THAT NIGGER 
WAS MORE THAN JUST A DOG TO THE 
BOMBER PILOT. HE WAS A MASCOT, 
A SYMBOL OF GOOD LUCK ++. 


AH, NOU TWO ~~ 
HAVE YOU SEEN THE. 
FLIGHT-LIEUTENANT'S | / THAT'S JUST 
DOG OUT THERE? // WHAT WE'VE COME 
TO TELLYOU, 
N FLIGHT... 


ШЕ 


" HES GOTT 
Г BE HERE~~ HES 
GOT 70 ВЕ... 
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ALL THE SAME, THE TOUGH FLIGHT- SERGEANT 
» | HAD NEVER SEEN JOHNNY CALVERT LIKE THIS- 
BEFORE. WHEN HE TOLD HIM ABOUT THE DOG, 


THE LEAN BROWN FACE WENT SUDDENLY RAGGED... 


Г ИМ SORRY, SIR, 
THATS HOW IT IS» 
AN ACCIDENT... 


ЕГЕ 


WITH ANY OF THE OTHER PILOTS, CHIEFY MARTIN 
MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT IT WAS FEAR ... 

THE SICKNESS ІМ THE EYES AND THEN THE WILD 
ANGER. BUT THIS WAS JOHNNY CALVERT. , 


HERE -- HOLD ON, 
SIR., IT WASN'T 
OUR FAULT/ 


PEAD ~~ WHAT THE 
HECK DO YOU MEAN ~~ 


HE CAN'T ВЕ DEAD/ 03 


^ Y0U~~ NOU DID 
THIS ON PURPOSE ~~ 


NOU WANT TO SEE ME 
KILLED AS WELL... Z 


ВИМЕЧ/ 


The Truth About Johnny 
THE FLIGHT- SERGEANT WAS HOLDING 
JOHNNY CALVERT BACK, USING ALL MIS 
STRENGTH, WHEN PETER DIAMOND RAN 
INTO THE HANGAR, SECONDS LATER. SIIPPER~*THE 
= TRUCK'S WAITING ~~ 

THE REST OF THE 8045 

ARE ALREADY 

ABOARD / 


BE ALL RIGHT, 
SIR ~~ STEADY, 
MISTER CALVERT 

М STEADY, SIR «++ 


JOHNNY CALVERT WENT LIMP THEN, THE YOUNG 
CO-PILOT LED H/M CUT OF THE HANGAR 70 THE 
FLIGHT TRUCK. HE WALKED SLACKLY, HEAD J 
DOWN, MUTTERING ... 


HECK ~~ HE'S 
TAKING IT BAD, 
FLIGHT / 


FORGET IT, MATTHEWS, THEY 
GET KEYED UP BEFORE A SHOW ~~ 
EVEN JOHNNY CALVERT DOES ~~ 
THAT WAS MORE THAN А 205 YOU 

CLOBBERED, IT WAS HIS LUCK / 


The Truth About Johnny | 31 


AS THEY CLIMBED ABOARD, PETER DIAMOND WATCHED HIS ` i 

SKIPPER ANXIOUSLV, BUT JOBNNY CALVERT SEEMED STEADY FLAPS THIRTY ~~ 
NOW. НЕ TAXIED THE LANCASTER ТО THE SOUTH FENCE, RADIATORS OPEN ~~ 
P ITS NOSE TO THE NORTH, WENT THROUGH THE THROTTLES LOCKED... 
FINAL CHECK... z Е 


AT TWO HUNDRED FEET, О-ОВОЕ TURNED 
SLOWLY CN COURSE WITH THE SUN BEHIND 
HER. THE TWO AIRCRAFT MEN DIGGING THE 
HOLE BY THE BOUNDARY FENCE PAUSED 
TO LOOK ИР... ` 


GOOD HUNTING, 
JOHNNY... 


OVER THE NORTH SEA, THE LANCASTERS 
DRCFPED TO FIFTY FEET, PUTTING OFF THE 
EVIL MOMENT WHEN THE GERMAN RADAR 
WOULD PICK THEM UP. О-ОБЕ WAS MOVING 
SLUGGISHLV, LAGGING BEHIND THE FORMATION. 


BETTER CLOSE 
UP, SKIPPER ~~ 
SPEEDS DROPPING... 

— 


—= 
waq p 1 та i ae SSO 
жос ALL RIGHT, NAVIGATOR ~~ 

1 KNOW WHAT РМ DOING... 


NEAH-- AND LET/S HOPE 
WE AREN'T BURYING YOUR 
LUCK HERE, AS WELL AS 
YOUR DOG... 4 
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JOHNNY CALVERTS CREW HAD GOT USED TO HIS /СУ MANNER IN 
THE AIR , BUT TONIGHT THERE WAS A SULLENNESS IN HIS VOICE 
WHICH WORRIED THEM. CROSSING THE DUTCH COAS 7, О-ОВОЕ 
WAS ALREADY TEN DEGREES OFF COURSE. 


WERE LOSING OUR 
PLACE IN THE STREAM, PETER 
~~ WE'LL BE ON OUR OWN SOON 
ЇЕ THE SKIPPER DOESN'T SNAP 
OUT OF IT-- WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH HIM TONIGHT 7 


/ МАУВЕ ITS THAT Тәй 
~~DON'T PANIC, GLYN~~ 
РИ. HAVE А R 
WITH — 


1RST TIME, THEM, THE YOUNG CO-PILOT KNEW THAT SOMETHING: WAS BADLY WRONG 
NY CALVERT. O- -OBOE WAS ALONE NOW IN THE HOSTILE SKY, FLAK WAS GROPING FOR 


THEM, E d THE МАМ AT THE CONTROLS REFUSED TO LISTEN o o o 


S SKIPPER, WERE 1 HEAR YOU~~ " 
OFF COURSE ~~ WHAT DOES IT MATTER 


WE'RE ALONE~~ ~~ LEAVE ME ALONE / 


SKIPPER, 
LISTEN... 
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IT WAS THE RADAR SCREEN AT EINDHOVEN “THERE WAS A GERMAN MIGHT-FIGHTER 
WHICH PICKED UP THE LONE BLIP SOON AERODROME AT EINDHOVEN. THE PILOTS 
AFTER О-ОВОЕ CROSSED THE ENEMY COAST. WERE WAITING IN THEIR DARK COCKPITS 
THE OPERATOR SWUNG ROUND HUNGRILY. e. WHEN THE SIGNAL CAME FROM THE RADAR 
ACHTUNG SCANNER. THE FLAREPATH GLARED... 


UNG / 

ENEMY AIRCRAFT BEARING LONE BOMBER 
ONE-SEVEN-TWO/ Š FOUR THOUSAND~~ } 
HEADS ONE-SEVEN-TWO. == 
~~ SCHNELL / 


= 


IT WAS LADDIE GOSLING INTHE REAR TURRET WHO 
SAW THE ENEMY FIGHTERS FIRST, DARK SHAPES 
BLOTTING OUT THE STARS ASTERN OF THE LANCASTER. .. 


UNIDENTIFIED AIRCRAFT ASTERN, 
SKIPPER ~~ THEY LOOK LIKE 
BOGIES ~~ CLOSING FAST... 


TWO SECONDS AFTER SERGEANT GOSLING HAD 
SHOUTED THAT WARNING , HE OPENED UP WITH 2 
THE BROWNINGS. О-ОВОЕ JUDDERED TO THE Ы 
RECOIL. THE ENEMY FIGHTER WAS BORING Г ҰР 
IN THROUGH THE TRACER, ITS CANNOWSHELLS б Y 


RIPPING INTO THE LANCASTER ... 


THE FIRST ATTACK SCYTHED SHRAPNEL THROUGH ЕР 
THE BOMBER WITHOUT DOING VITAL DAMAGE TO 

THE PLANE BUT GLYN THOMAS, THE NAVIGATOR , 

DIED. THE SECOND ATTACK CAME FROM AHEAD 

AND SMASHED THE NOSE TURRET, KILLING 4 
GREG SLOAN... 
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ALONE, WITHOUT THE MUTUAL PROTECTION OF THE I 
OTHER LANCASTERS OF FOUR-THREE, О-ОВОЕ WAS / WEWE HAD IT» 


{T'S NO GOOD~~ 
WE'RE GOING TO 
DIE... 


n 


БОЛСЫ.) M 


ПОЛ 


я Яш" 


J S ^ 


IN THAT MOMENT, PETER DIAMOND KNEW THAT 
JOHNNY CALVERT HAD LOST HIS NERVE ALONG W 


JOHNNY~~ ГМ TAKING OVER Zl 


CO-PILOT MOVED BRUTALLY... “АМР THIS TIME ГМ NOT 
_ я = WAITING FOR YOUR SAY-SO.., 


ЖЖ 


$^ 6000 KID~~ у 
SHE'S STILL ҒІМІМб ее 
BOMB- RELEASE CONTACTS 
HAVE PARTED, BUT PLL TRIP 
THEM TO GET RID OF 
THE LOAD... 


FROM TWO SIDES, THE GERMAN NIGHT-FIGHTERS LUNGED 
IN ТО FINISH OFF THE CRIPPLED BOMBER, LADDIE GOSLING 
WAS FIRING FROM THE MID-UPPER NOW. PETER DIAMOND 


1'VE GOT ONE OF ТИЕМ-- 
I'VE GOT ONE OF THEM / 


CORNER OF THE COCK е aa 
TIME. HIS FACE WAS A MASK. WE'RE GOING HIE O CLOCK == 
THERE WAS A DRIBBLE OF SALIVA Í ТО DIE ~~ 
ON HIS GREY LIPS. +» GOING TO DIE... , 
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THE FIGHTER ANGLED IN FROM PORT, GUNS BLAZING. ЕЕЕ 
Вит О-ОВОЕ WAS А SHADOWY TARGET NOW, LOW 
AGAINST THE DARK EARTH, AND THERE WERE 

„| PURPOSEFUL HANDS AT THE CONTROLS.» 
THE FIGHTER OVERSHOT... 25 


37 


77 WAS THEN, WITH A BARE CHANCE OF SURVIVAL 
FOR THE MEN IN THE BATTERED LANCASTER , THAT 
JOHNNY CALVERT GRABBED AT HIS FACE MASK A 37 
AND SHOUTED А DEATH SENTENCE INTO : SHE'S GOING IN ~~ 
THE MIKE ,., | BALE OUTS 


BALE OUT/ 
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THE LANCASTER WAS 700 LOW. NO PARACHUTE ~~ 

WOULD HAVE TIME TO OPEN. PETER DIAMOND 

‘| KNEW THAT, BUT EVEN AS НЕ GRABBED HIS 
MASK 70 SHOUT A WARNING, CANNON- 


COME ON, 
LADDIE ~~ 
BALE OUT~~ 

YOU HEARD... 


~Y DON'T JUMP/ WE'RE 
ү DOWN ON THE DECK / 
HELLO... THE INTERCOMS 
PACKED UP~~ THEY CAN'T 
HEAR ME ~~ THEY WON'T 
STAND A CHANCE AT 

b THIS HEIGHT/.. 


PETER DIAMOND SHOUTED, BUT THERE WAS TOO 

MUCH NOISE IN THE THRESHING AIRCRAFT. HE HELLO 

TRIED TO GET UP, TAKING HIS HANDS FROM THE JUNGSTAEFFEL LEADER < 

CONTROLS, BUT THE LANCASTER LURCHED SHE CREWS BALE OUT 

ий HE WAS 700 LATE NOW, n 454 
"m HT 


BREAK OFF ~~ 


THE POOR FOOLS 


ARE DOOMED AND SO 
15 THEIR AIRCRAFT ~~ 
SET COURSE 
TWO FIVE ZERO, 
FULL BOOST... 


The Truth About Johnny 
IN THE CORDITE STINK OF THE WRECKED COCKPIT, 
PETER DIAMOND COVERED HIS РАСЕ, TWO OF HIS’ - 
COMRADES WERE DEAD BEHIND ММ. THREE HAD — "wa 


JUMPED TO ALMOST CERTAIN DEATH IN THE RUSHING ЕР 
DARKNESS. HE WAS ALONE WITH HIS HERO a.. 


THE CRIPPLED LANCASTER WAS FLYING SOGGILY, BUT SHE 
WAS STILL FLYING. PETER DIAMOND COAXED HER ROUND, 
CORRECTING THE WAFFLE WITH GREAT COARSE MOVEMENTS 
OF THE RUDDER, AFTER FIVE MINUTES HE WAS SWEATING 
IN THE /СУ COCKPIT, BUT О-ОВОЕ WAS HEADING WEST... 


HE DID THIS~~ “Ця 
JOHNNY CALVERT~~ | 
BUT Í MUSTN'T THINK 
ABOUT THAT~~ I'VE 
GOT TO GET THE 

AIRCRAFT BACK... 
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TWO OF THE ENGINES WERE THROTTLED BACK IN COARSE PITCH, 

TWO WERE STRAINING AT MAXIMUM REVS IN FINE PITCH. IN THE 

DARKNESS, THE COCKPIT WAS FULL OF THEIR UNSYNCHRONISED 

SCREAM AND ТИЕ RUSH OF WIND THROUGH THE SMASHED NOSE «+. 
2 


КУ 
NP 
„4 


{ CAN'T HEAR 
NOU, JOHNNY ~~ 
`1 DON'T WANT TO 
HEAR YOU~~ РМ 
KING HER BACK... 


ТАУ 


Ñ 


DW 


JOHNNY CALVERT CAME CLOSE TO THE YOUNG 
CO-PILOT THEN. HE SEEMED TO HAVE REGAINED 
CONTROL OF HIMSELF. HIS EXPRESSION WAS 
HARSH... ; = BP 


1 COULDN'T HELP (T, КІ0-- 
YOU'VE GOT TO BELIEVE МЕ-- 
l'VE HUNG ON FOR MONTHS, 
ІМЕ TRIED, BUT NIGGER 
A GOING LIKE THAT FINISHED 

А ME TONIGHT... 


YOU COULON'T HELP 
LOSING YOUR NERVE 
JOHNNY, ко-- 6000 
MEN HAVE DONE THAT À 
BEFORE ~~ BUTYOU 4 
COULD HAVE BEEN 
HONEST ABOUT IT... d 
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"THE YOUNGSTERS VOICE WAS YOU KNEW ON THAT FIRST TRIP THAT YOU COULDN'T 
RAW. HE HAD LEARNED STAND IT ANY LONGER ~~ THAT WAS WHY YOU MADE МЕ 
BITTERNESS oes TAKE OVER, LIKE GREG SAID BUT YOU COULDN'T ADMIT 
- | NOUD LOST YOUR NERVE., COULD YOU 7~~ YOU KAD ТО 
60 ON ACTING THE BIG HERO UNTIL YOU'D KILLED GRES 
AND GLYN AND REVS AND THE OTHERS... 


THEY WERE ALONE IN THE CRIPPLED BOMBER, 


WELL~~YOU KNOW NOW’, 
KID -- AND | SUPPOSE THE 
REST OF FOUR-THREE WILL 

KNOW IT WHEN WE 
GET BACK 7 


LIMPING WESTWARD THROUGH THE DYING 

FLAK TOWARDS ENGLAND, THE ACE WHO 

HAD LOST HIS NERVE AND THE BOY WHO 

ЖАР LEARNED THE HARSH TRUTH ABOUT 
ИМ... 


YES, JOHNNY ~~ 
THEY'LL KNOW IT~~ 
WHEN WE GET BACK... 


AT FERRING, THEY HEARD THE BROKEN BEAT 
OF THE ENGINES FIRST. THE FIRE TENDERS 

| WERE WAITING WHEN THE SHATTERED LANCASTER 
CAME IN CROOKEDLY OVER THE SOUTH FENCE. « 


БЕРЕР = —Fay_ Ç 


— 2 


WATCH IT, MEN ~~ 
SHE'S SHOT TO 
PIEOES.,, 


IT'S 0-ОВОЕ, SIR~~ 
JOHNNY CALVERT WILL 
GET HER DOWN... 


BUT THE MAN WHO HAD WON THREE BARS TO HIS DO 

HAD BEEN BROKEN IN THE FIRES OF WAR А LONG TIME PUT HER DOWN ~~ 
A60. А RAW YOUNGSTER WAS AT THE CONTROLS, AND PUT HER DOWN 1 TELL 
THE HERO WAS CLAWING FRANTICALLY AT MIS SHOULDER „А NOU YOU'LL KILL 


FOR THE LOVE 
OF MIKE PULL 
YOURSELF TOGETHER В 
AND LEAVE ME ALONE 
OR WE WILL BE 
KILLED / 
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THE CRIPPLED BOMBER SQUASHED DOWN ОМ THE RUNWAY, SHE BEGAN TO SLEW, TIRES 
SCREAMING. PETER DIAMOND CUT THE ENGINES 700 LATE. THE PORT WING WAS 
DIPPING AND THE RAGGED PROPELLERS WERE GOUGING (T INTO THE EARTH» „~ 


SHE'S GOING 
"TO GROUND- LOOP~~ 
AND HER TANKS MUST 
BE HALF-FULL «оо 


Sloe See 
SS 


TENDER COULD THROW IT INTO GEAR, 
O-080E HAD ROLLED ITSELF INTO А 


BEFORE THE DRIVER OF THE FIRE \\ \ \ 
NO и л. 
BALL OF FLAME... » NM 1 2 
мы? Y h i, 
wns ` 2 ол ` 


Л 
T р, ур 
p Pup 


Та on эрү 
eis 
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«JOHNNY CALVERT OPENED HIS EYES OW FIRE. 
FIGURES WERE WOBBLING INIT. THERE WAS. * 
SCORCHED GRASS UNDER HIS CLUTCHING FINGERS |. 
AND ICY AIR OW HIS BURNING SKIN „++ 


324 


( 


# 
^2 


HE WAS ALIVE. НЕ HAD BEEN FLUNG CLEAR BEFORE 

THE PETROL TANKS IGNITED. THEY FOUND H/M~~ 

THE SOLE SURVIVOR ~~SPRAWLING ON THE CHARRED 

GRASS TWENTY YARDS FROM THE ROARING FURNACE PETER~~ 
WHICH HAD BEEN O-OBOE. . + . — 


PETER ~~ 

HE'S HAD fT, JOHNNY ~~ M 

TAKE IT EASY~~ THEV'VE X ORPHINE, 

ALL HAD ІТ-- YOU , QUICKLY 7 
М DID YOUR BEST.» ; 
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HE TRIED 70 TELL THEM BEFORE THE MORPHINE 
DRUGGED HIM, HE STRUGGLED DESPERATELY ТО Д ЗО PONT UNDERSTAND~- 
Í KILLED THEM... 


"QUIET, SIR ~~ NO-ONE ELSE 
вит NOU COULD HAVE BROU 
THAT WRECK BACK... 


THEY'D TELL US IF THEY WERE 
НЕКЕ, JOHNNY ~~ YOUR CREW~~ 
THEY'D TELL US HOW YOU TRIED | 
ТО SAVE THEM AND DARN 
NEARLY DID~~WE KNOW... 


THE CREW OF O-080E WERE ALL DEAD OR MISSING V7 EA 

THE МЕМ WHO KNEW THE TRUTH ABOUT JOHNNY V FAS WITH HIM 
WOULD NEVER TELL IT NOW. THE HOLLOW LEGEND | CHAPS ~~NOU'VE GOT 
WAS BRIGHTER THAN EVER „ттт А BRAVE MAN THERE ,, 


BRAVE? 
THEY DON'T MAKE 
MEDALS GOOP ENOUGH 
FOR A BLOKE LIKE 
JOHNNY CALVERT / 


4 The Truth About Johnny 
Серта THE TRUTH 


IEY TOOK JOHNNY CALVERT TOA HOSPITAL 
NEAR NORWICH. HE HAD BROKEN RIBS AND 
BURNS. BY THAT TIME, [TWAS TOO LATE 
FOR HIM TO TELL THE TRUTH» o. 


И LOOK AFTER HIM, 
MATRON~~ THE 
RAF NEEDS MEN 
AS BRAVE AS 
JOHNNY CALVERT. +» 


BY THE TIME JOHNNY CALVERT WAS FIT 
AGAIN, HE FOUND HIMSELF TRAPPED BY 
HIS OWN LEGEND. IF HE HAD TOLD THEM 
HOW PETER DIAMOND AND THE OTHERS 
HAD REALLY DIED, NOONE WOULD HAVE 


| BELIEVED HIM... | 

|’ WE'RE POSTING YOU ТО SEVEN-ONE-SEVEN АТ ] 
LASHAM, JOHNNY, ITIS А CRACK SQUADRON , Г 

~ FLYING SPECIAL MISSIONS. 


252 WE CAN'T WASTE YOUR 
а: TALENTS ON HACK „у^ = 
27 WORK / 


| KNOW, DOCTOR» - 
NOU NEEDN'T WORRY 
~~ MY NURSES 
WORSHIP HIM / 


Гаі 


E BUT, site NEVZA 
{WANTED ТО {== СОЗ 


VÀ sAy~- OH, WELL, AG 
NEVER MIND / “2 7227 


70 HAVE TOLD THEM HIS NERVE HAD BROKEN WOULD 
HAVE NEEDED А SPECIAL KIND OF COURAGE . IT WAS 
A COURAGE JOHNNY CALVERT DID MOT POSSESS. о MEA 
NR WAS TOQ STRONG et: PLANE BACK FROM HAMM 
SINGLE- HANDED... 


“THAT'S JOHNNY CALVERT ~~ 


OOR! ” 
THE JOHNNY CALVERT 7 > 
{ HEARD ABOUT HIM FROM 
М А BLOKE AT FERRING ~~ 
HE'S АМ АСЕ... 
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“JOHNNY CALVERT MADE ONE LAST 
EFFORT, /М THE OFFICE OF ч 
WING- COMMANDER DUFF AT LASHAM , , 


YOU'VE JOINED US JUST IN TIME, 
JOHNNY ~~ THERE'S А ВІ SHOW COMING 
UP FOR SEVEN~ONE- SEVEN ~~ WE'LL 
NEED MEN WITH GUTS, LIKE YOU... 


LOOK, WINGCO, 
THERE'S SOMETHING 


PVE бот то TELL A. ` 
YOu... 7 -- 


THE BRAVEST MAN CAN LOSE HIS NERVE IN BATTLE, 

BUT IT WAS IN THE LITTLE OFFICE AT LASHAM, МОТ OKAY, JOHNNY ~~ 
IN THE SHATTERED COCKPIT OF О-ОВОЕ, THAT THE FIRE AWAY-~ I'M 
ACE BOMBER PILOT DELIBERATELY AND FINALLY LISTENING... 
CHOSE TO REMAIN A COWARD... 


NO +» | САМТ-- 
ІТ DOESN'T MATTER , 
WINGCO ~~ 
FORGET ІТ... 


2 
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AFTER THAT, JOHNNY CALVERT LETH/S |/ WE'RE PROUD TO HAVE YOU WITH US 


LEGEND DRAG HIM ALONG. НЕ WAS A «ОНММУ-- | RECKON WE CAN SHOW VOU SOME 
QUIETER MAN NOW THAN WHEN HE HAD GOOD SPORT WITH SEVEN~ ONE~ SEVEN «+, 
JOINED FOUR- THREE AT FERRING , 


HE IMPRESSED HIS TOUGH NEW CREW. 


THERE'S NO BULL ABOUT 
HIM, ANYWAY, FOR A BOD 
“WITH HIS RECORD... 


SEVEN- ONE- SEVEN SQUADRON HAD BEEN FORMED “THAT'S OUR TARGET, CHAPS ~~ 
FROM THE CRACK CREWS OF BOMBER COMMAND, THE LUTZHORST~~ SHE'S CLEWED 
{T FLEW AGAINST TARGETS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE, UP IN ALTEN FIORD ~~ YOU'VE GOT Д 
. WHERE HIGH SKILL AND HIGH COURAGE WERE AT то STUDY THIS MODEL TILL 

A PREMIUM, .. YOUR EYES STICK OUT... 


“THERE ARE FLAK BATTERIES 


77] AND SMOKE-POTS ALL AROUND 
THE FIORD, AS WELL A6 THE 
BATTLESHIPS GUNS ~~ ITS NOT 
GOING TO ВЕ А PUSH- OVER... 
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AFTER BRIEFING, JOHNNY CALVERT WENT TO HIS fo 
ROOM AND TIDIED HIS THINGS. HE KNEW HE WOULD 
NOT BE COMING BACK FROM THE LUTZHORST SHOW. 
HE STOOD FOR А LONG TIME WITH NIGGER'S COLLAR 


WELL-- THERE'S 
ONLY ONE WAY OUT~~ 
THE WAY YOUNG PETER , 
AND GREG, AND THE 
OTHERS WENT. +. 


HE WAS CALM IN THE FLIGHT TRUCK. 

DRIVING ACROSS 70 THE BOMBED-UP 
LANCASTERS ON THE HARDSTANDING . 
HIS CREW NOTICED HIS CALMNESS „. o 


(29 


Ба » e 

« ^Y 

EJ ә”, 
Va C ct 


„№, 


НЕСК- | WISH Г HAD THE 
SKIPPER'S NERVE. YOU'D THINK 
HE WAS GOING FOR A CROSS- 
COUNTRY FLIP INSTEAD OF 

A DICEY SHOW... 


JF YOU HAD HIS 
NERVES, TOBY, YOU'D 
HAVE THREE BARS TO 

YOUR 2..0... 
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SEVEN-ONE- SEVEN TOOK OFF AT DUSK « 
THEY WERE TO LAND BRIEFLY AT. 
LOSSIEMOUTH IN SCOTLAND TO REFUEL 


SIGNAL COOLER LEADER. 
BEFORE THE LONG HAUL ACROSS THE 


WEATHER MOSSIE REPORTS 
NORTH SEA TO NORWAY. Q-QUEENIE TWO-TENTHS CLOUD OVER 

WHEELED EASILY OVER THE CONTROL N 
TOWER AND TOOK UP FORMATION «+ 


У 1 


ORWA! ING 
CONDITIONS EXPECTED... 


OF Q-QUEEN/E SETTLED DOWN FOR THE LONG FLIGHT NORTH e 

JOHNNY CALVERT FLEW AUTOMATICALLY, EYES FLICKING FROM 

THE HORIZON TO THE AIR SPEED INDICATOR — TO THE | 

REPEATER COMPASS /А/ /75 RUBBER SUSPENSION , cw Ñ 
г. а”, 
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AT LOSSIEMOUTH, THE CREWS DRANK ECALDING W SAN, SPARKS, 15 THAT 
HOT COFFEE WHILE THE AIRCRAFT WERE 4 JOHNNY CALVERT 
REFUELLED FROM THE PETROL BOWSERS. 
JOHNNY CALVERTS LEGEND HAUNTED И 
HIM EVEN THERE == ⁄ => 
` sa. аа Ля» 
` nom. ` 


че УЕАН-- HES 
222222246 FINING WITH 


КД) SEVEN-ONE-SEVEN 
А NOW. В 


WHAT DOES 3 
IT FEEL LIKE TO } 
BE FAMOUS, ` 
JOHNNY 7 „А 


== 


AT THREE А-М, SEVEN-ONE-SEVEN TOOK. 
OFF AGAIN AND SET COURSE FOR NORWAY» STEADY 
THEY FLEW SLOWLY 7О SAVE PETROL, 


ON COURSE, Y STEADY ITIS, 
DROPPING FLAME FLOATS TO CHECK ; =p 2 
PROPONO Ft SKIPPER NAVIGATOR / 
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“THEY REACHED THE NORWEGIAN COAST AT DAWN. 
JOHNNY CALVERT WAS AS CALM AS EVER THEN o SPOT ON, SKIPPER ~~ а 
ONLY IN HIS EVES THERE WAS A NEW, CHILLING COOLER LEADER'S UP-SUN WITH Y- 
COLON, THE OTHERS ~~ ITS TIME TO 

I START CLIMBING 


ra t ча ey 


X == 
d ad 


K 


DEEP IN ALTEN FIORD, [T WAS STILL DARK „Г 
THEY HEARD THE ТАКОВ OF THE ENGINES |. 
FROM THE WEST BEFORE THE RADAR 
SCANNERS PICKED UP THE BLIPS. ON THE 

| LUTZHORST, ALARM BELLS CLAWGED. . . 


ACHTUNG / ACHTUNG! 
ENGLISHER BOMBERS! 
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THE GREAT BATTLESHIP HAD BEEN SKULKING IN THE 
NORWEGIAN FIORDS FOR MOST OF THE WAR. THE 
GERMANS HAD DEFENDED /T SKILFULLY FROM A DOZEN 
ABORTIVE ATTACKS. ALREADY THE SMOKE-POTS 
WERE HOSING OUT THICK BLACK SMOKE « 


ЖЖ 


Муг ын 


D —4 А... 
PY WE SHALL АМ BY PREDICTOR ~- 


<. „RAPID FIRE WHEN 1 GIVE THE 
ORDER ~~ SCHNELL! 


SSS у 


HECK~~ WE'RE 
TOO LATE-- LOOK 
AT THAT SMOKE / 


as =: ж 


< 


COOLER LEADER ТО ALL q 
COOLER AIRCRAFT ~~ FIRST WAVE 
BOMB ON SIGHT~~THE REST OF YOU 
CIRCUIT~~ LOOKS AS THOUGH | 


WE'LL HAVE TO TAKE OUR , 
BOMBS BACK / 
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The Truth About Johnny . 
FLAK WAS VOMITING NOW THROUGH THE SMOKE. 

THE FIRST WAVE OF LANCASTERS DROPPED THEIR HEY, SKIPPER ~~ ` 
BOMBS, BUT ACCURATE AIMING WAS ALREADY DIDN'T YOU HEAR 
IMPOSSIBLE. IT WAS THEN THAT Q-QUEENIE S THAT SIGNAL 7 
CREW HEARD THE RAW NOTE IN THEIR. THE WINGCO 
PILOT'S VOICE ... TOLD USTO. 


| HEARD IT, 
NAVIGATOR ~~ 


D 


AND ГМ NOT TAKING 


OMBS 


YOU FORCED ME 
ТОМЕ LIKE A HERO v~) 
YOU AND THE REST 2 
OF THEM~~ YOURE 
NOT GOING TO я 
- STOP МЕ DYING 
LIKE ONE~~ 
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“THEY WOULDN'T LISTEN ТО ME / 
1 TRIED ТО TELL THEM AND THEY 

WOULDN'T LISTEN? 1 CAN'T GO 
ON LIVING A LIE! I'VE GOT ТО. / 

DIE~~ "МЕ GOT TO DIE... 4 


HIGH ABOVE, THE CREWS OF THE CIRCUITING 
LANCASTERS SAW Q-QUEENIE PLUNGE DOWN 
THROUGH THE CREASY SMOKE TOWARDS THE 
HIDDEN BATTLESHIP, THE FLAK SPARKLING 
UNDER HER WINGS oee 


LOOK AT HIM ~~ 
LOOK AT JOHNNY ~~ 
HE'S GOING DOWN 

ТО THE DECKS 


THAT'S THE ONLY 
WAY TO HIT THE BRUTE ~~ 
JOHNNY САМЕЙТ5 
WAY / 


COOLER LEADER TO ALL 
L COOLER AIRCRAFT~~ STAY 
UP HERE ~~ YOU'RE МОТ” 
JOHNNY CALVERTS vv YOU 
WOULON'T STAND A CHANCE 
DOWN THERE ove 


Has 
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QUEENIE WAS DIVING THROUGH 
HE SMOKE NOW, ROCKED BY THE 
BURSTING FLAK. IN THE DARK AND 

SCREAMING COCKPIT, THE CRAZY 

HANDS OF JOHNNY CALVERT HELD 

HER NOSE HARD DOWN « 
7 


Yo 


GRA 


COMMITTI 
HE'LL KIL 


KENNY MORGAN LASHED OUT THEN, TWO-FISTED o THE MAN AT THE CONTROLS SPRAWLED 
BACK , TOPPLED SIDEWAYS. SHARP SUNLIGHT SPLINTERED AGAINST THE 
WINDSCREEN AS THE NOSE GUNNER YELLED, „. 


HECK! WE'RE THROUGH 
P, THE SMOKE! THE 
8RUTE'S RIGHT 
BELOW US / 
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Q-QUEENIE HAD SHOT THROUGH THE SMOKE SCREEN INTO CLEAR AIR TWO HUNDRED 
FEET ABOVE THE STEEL DECKS OF THE LUTZHORST. FOR TEN SECONDS, TAKEN BY 
SURPRISE, THE GUNS CHECKED... f= CM XK 
eS 
“FIRE / 
SCHNELL v~ 
SCHNELL~~ 


IN THOSE TEN SECONDS, KENNY MORGAN 
GRABBED THE STICK AND HAULED THE 
BOMBER OUTOF HER DIVE. SHE WAS 
ROCKETING LOW TOWARDS THE 
BATTLESHIP WHEN THE GERMAN 
GUNNERS RANGED ON HER OVER 

OPEN SIGHTS «++ 


~~ GET 
RID OF THE BOMBS, 
FOR PETE'S SAKE ~~ 
WE NEED 
HEIGHT / 
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Q-QUEENIE LEAPT AS THE GRIPS SNAPPED BACK 
AND THE BOMBS CLATTERED AWAY. THERE WAS 
NO QUESTION OF AIMING. THE BOMBS WERE 
DEAD WEIGHT AND THE FLAK WAS ALREADY 
BRACKETING THE LANCASTER AS SHE STROVE 
FOR HEIGHT, «+ 2,2 


EVERY GUN ON THE 107740087 AND AROUND THE FIORD WAS NOW RANGED ON THE 
LANCASTER. SHE THRESHED UPWARDS THROUGH A TORRENT OF LEAD TOWARDS 
THE SCREEN OF SMOKE ABOVE, HER BOMBS ARROW/NG DOWNWARD BENEATH HER ... 
РЕЙ 
22 oe 2? 2 E 
— Y 


— 
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SWEATING AT THE CONTROLS P 
KENNY MORGAN HAD FORGOTTEN 
THE МАМ WHO HAD TRIED 70 

COMMIT SUICIDE. BUT NOW, 

SHOCKINGLY, A RIGID HAND 

GRIPPED HIS SHOULDER «+6 


NO-~NO~~ 
VVE GOT TO 
DIE. / 


THE SHELL BURST TWO YARDS 
FROM THE COCKPIT OF THE 
STRAINING BOMBER. /7 CRUSHED 
THROUGH THE CANOPY. THE HAIL 
OF SHRAPNEL SMASHED INTO 
JOHNNY CALVERTS BACK «++ 
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0-ФИЕЕМЕ STAGGERED, RECOVERED. HER NOSE WAS] , 
ALREADY BURROWING INTO THE SMOKE WHEN THE fy 
GUNNER YELLED FROM THE REAR TURRET. THE 
JETTISONED ARMOUR- PIERCING FUSED BOMBS 
ЦАР GONE OFF WITH DEVASTATING EFFECT» 


% 


/ adl „2 „20 7-2. 
4 к 72 ” "M. Š 
м =. 


7; 


WE'VE HIT HER~~ x 
WE'VE НП НЕД, / 2 
г Bp 7: 


HIGH ABOVE, IN THE SUN, THE CREWS OF 

SEVEN-ONE- SEVEN SAW А GREAT YELLOW HECK ~~ JOHNNY 

FLASH GLARE THROUGH THE SMOKE. MUSTHAVE НТ j 

SCREEN ABOVE THE BATTLESHIP. SECONDS THE MAGAZINE ~~ / | THOUGHT 1 KNEW 

LATER, Q-QUEENIE CAME ROCKETING HE'S DONE ~ f ITALL~~ . 

UPWARDS OUTOF THE SMOKE. ... IT BUT 1 HADN'T SEEN 
JOHNNY CALVERT 

IN ACTION / 


х С y... | 
(уй, X 5 
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KENNY MORGAN EASED FORWARD 
ON THE STICK. HIS SHOULDERS 
WERE ACHING. HE LOOKED DOWN 
ATTHE FLOOR OF THE SMASHED 
COCKPIT, LISTENING TO THE 
VOICE IN HIS EARS. 
HIS FACE WAS GRIM... 


THIS 15 KENNY, 
WINGCO ~~ VM 
AFRAID THE SKIPPER 
DIDN'T HEAR THAT... 


№; 


= 


JOHNNY CALVERT, THE ACE, HAD 
ESCAPED AT LAST FROM HIS 
LEGEND... 


' = 
Uh 


74 Aux 
А 
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COOLER LEADER TO 
Q- QUEENIE ~~ 
THAT WAS ONE HECK OF 


7 A SHOW, JOHNNY... 


WELL ~~ SO 
THAT'S THE TRUTH 
ABOUT JOHNNY, 


HE TURNED AWAY TO THE WINDOW, 

THE MEN SHIFTED UNEASILY IN THE 
QUIET ROOM. 17 WAS KENNY MORGAN § 
WHO BROKE THE SILENCE... 


DO, KENNY 7 
7 РМ GOING TO DO 
NOTHING. РМ GOING 
TO MAKE OUTA CASUALTY 
` REPORT SAYING THAT 
‚ JOHNNY CALVERT DIED AS 
HE LIVED~~ A НЕКО. ,, 
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WHAT ARE YOU 


IT, SIR 7 


' GOING TO DO ABOUT 


The: Truth About Johnny. 63 


THE DOOR OPENED SUDDENLY, | 
CUTTING SHORT CHRIS DUDLEYS “THANK YOU AGAIN, 
MAE eon ee MAN. ‚ ADJUTANT ~~ YOU'VE 


м BUT, WELL, SIR, THE CHAP LOST PEEN VERY KINDE ИЙ 


j NP JUST COLLECT МЧ 
HIS NERVE ~- HE KILLED ONE CREW ДД 
AND HE TRIED TO KILL ANOTHER ~~- РЕГ SON'S THINGS... 
YOU CAN'T — . 


THE ELDERLY MAN CAME 


ACROSS TO THE PESK .* NOU KNOW, WING-COMMANDER, 


JOKED UP THE MEDALS, 1 DON'T FEEL SAD ANY MORE ~~ 
E bord "A ra ; : 1 FEEL PROUD~~EVERYONE f'VE 
HE LOOKED UP AT THE SPOKEN TO THOUGHT SO HIGHLY 


Di /Е74/... | OF JOHNNY-- THE MEN НЕ FLEW 
NCO ae v: WITH~~EVEN THE MEN WHO 


v~ 
SERVICED HIS PLANE. ` ge 
Г BELIEVE HE WAS AN /-74 > 
INSPIRATION TO j- 
A 
F 3 


THEM ALL... 
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JOHNNY CALVERT'S FATHER SMILED SADLY AT THE 1 THINK JOHNNY WILL GO ON 
SEVEN MEN GATHERED IN THE LITTLE ROOM soo BEING AN INSPIRATION TO THOSE 
а MEN, DON'T YOU, WING- COMMANDER ~~ 
EVEN THOUGH HE'S DEAD~-JUST 


AS THOUGH HE HADN'T DIED AT ALL... 


L2 


Ñ 


THE DOOR CLOSED. | 
THE WING- COMMANDER STIRRED 
A LITTLE AND SIGHED. «+ 


WELL, CHAPS, THERE'S YOUR 

ANSWER ~~ THAT'S WHY WE'VE 

GOT TO KEEP THE TRUTH ABOUT 

JOHNNY TO OURSELVES ~~S0 THAT 

MEN WHO NEED STRENGTH CAN: 
TURN TO THE LEGEND ОК 
JOHNNY CALVERT AND 

FIND IT THERE . .. 
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THE CREW OF Q-QUEENIE AND SERGEANT LADDIE GOSLING 
GOT UP STIFFLY. THE ADJUTANT CAME IW AS THEY WENT 


OUT OF THE DOOR ... р Š 
wy THE WINGCO'S RIGHT, 
| CHAPS ~~ LET IT LIE ~~ 


COME ON... 


p^ 

HE INSISTED ON 

WALKING ACROSS 
TO THE GATE ON 


WING- COMMANDER DUFF TURNED AWAY POOR LITTLE CHAP, ADJ 7 
TO THE WINDOW. 1T WAS GETTING DARK MAYBE , PERHAPS HE'S LUCKIER 
NOW, BUT HE COULP SEE THE THIN LITTLE, THAN HE KNOWS... 4 
FIGURE CROSSING THE APRON BY THE 

LANCASTER... да —n 
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| HE CAME ТО LASHAM ON A WET DAY NS, 
IN FEBRUARY f9Z#, AM ELDERLY Ss 
MAN WITH THINNING HAIR АМО <. р 
PROUD EYES AND A DEAD 506... а S 
ss> о >: 


A > 
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